
Build unpaved roads 
that last with Tensar® 
H-Series® geogrids

B E N E F I T S

• Minimum 6” of aggregate saved

• Avoided potential need to demolish the existing road and undercut

• Geogrid paid for itself through aggregate cost savings while also  
   providing performance benefit

Old Route 17 Reconstruction

CHALLENGE

NYDOT sought to remove and replace Red House Bridge, which carries Old 
Route 17 over the Allegheny River. This work required the rehabilitation of 5.7 
miles of Old Route 17 to allow for construction traffic. The road had seen very 
little maintenance in the decades since the construction of the Southern Tier 
Expressway, so it was decided that a gravel road would be built overtop of the 
existing concrete one. Since the road is not yet planned to be paved, the long-
term performance of the gravel section was a priority.

TENSAR SOLUTION

NYDOT decided to first place 6” of gravel to fill in potholes and level the road. 
Then a layer of Tensar HX165 geogrid was placed, followed by an additional 6” 
of gravel on top. The use of the HX165 geogrid allowed the gravel road to 
achieve the same performance as a much thicker section that could have 
needed up to 6” more gravel than the design that was constructed. The HX165 
will continue to confine the aggregate, allowing for the option of paving in the 
future.

We’re CMC. You’ll find our products strengthening and reinforcing the infrastructure nearly everywhere on the 
planet – in sports stadiums and public buildings as well as highways, bridges, railways and other structures. To 
serve this global market, CMC maintains facilities across the United States, Europe and Asia. These sites include 
everything from local recycling centers, steel mini-mills and micro-mills to large-scale fabrication centers, heat-
treating facilities as well as other operations. cmc.com  ©CMC 2024

Salamanca, NY

P R O J E C T  D E T A I L S

Installed by:
Cold Spring Construction Co.

Installation:
June 2024

Product:
HX165 Geogrid

T E N S A R ®  |  S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

let us help you with your next challenge:  tensarcorp.com  |   800-TENSAR-1
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